@ongress of the Wnited States
Washington, BE 20515

March 10, 2017

President Donald J. Trump

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Trump,

As you refine agency programs to implement your agenda, we write to respectfully urge support for a
NASA account critical to our shared goals of revitalizing America’s infrastructure and manufacturing for
the 21* century.

Just as our roads and bridges are vital to the movement of people and products, our investment in NASA
underpins our modern aviation infrastructure and economic system. Civil aviation contributes
approximately $1.6 trillion to the national economy and supports about 11 million jobs. The most
efficient and quickest way to move is by air. In 2014 alone, air carriers transported 871.8 million
passengers and 64.1 billion revenue ton-miles of cargo.

That is why it is absolutely necessary we work to strengthen NASA by funding its budget with sufficient
capital to pursue each of its core technology roadmaps. This includes the carefully formed steps of the
NASA Aeronautics Strategic Implementation Plan. We ask that you support $790 million funding level
for NASA Aeronautics Research Mission Directorate (ARMD) in your Fiscal Year 2018 budget request.
This would enhance the directorate’s capacity to pursue its strategy in a timely fashion.

NASA’s Aeronautics directorate is working on a new series of X-planes through computational, ground
test, and wind tunnel work. This is the next generation of supersonic, quieter and more efficient, and
hybrid-electric aircraft that near-future regulatory and competitive environments will demand. It is time to
put these technologies together on test aircraft and fly them. Foreign governments are hard at work to
advance these technologies, and could soon surpass our capabilities. The first nation to develop the next
generation of aircraft systems will obtain first mover advantage for their domestic industries as supply
leaders for tomorrow’s commercial and general aviation fleets. In many cases this head start will launch
new industries and create millions of high-paying manufacturing jobs.

NASA is, has always been, and should always be a multi-mission agency with the resources to push the
boundaries of our understanding of flight and space science, and to give us new technology that
strengthens our aerospace manufacturing base. Along with NASA’s Journey to Mars, the cultivation of a
dynamic commercial space industry, and the construction of telescopes to search for the origins of our
universe, the first ‘A’ in NASA — Aeronautics — underpins all of our exploration of air and space. It is
shortsighted to withhold investments in the technologies that will generate great returns for America.

Currently, NASA ARMD is designing the nation’s future air traffic management systems, to integrate
unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) into national airspace. NASA’s aeronautical engineers and scientists
have unique expertise that will allow the Federal Aviation Administration to make rules for safer, higher
capacity, and faster air operations to boost national productivity and efficiency. Their work plays a critical
role in shaping a 21" century transportation system.

The manufacturing of aircraft is a pillar of cur economy. The aerospace industry employs 1.7 million
highly skilled, well patd Americans, and generates $146 billion to the export economy. It is also at the
heart of the world’s most powerful air force. The scientific and technological know-how of this workforce
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cannot be replicated or substituted by those of any other sector of the economy. But, our technological
lead in aeronautics science and technology has never been more challenged.

Over the next 17 years, the number of air passengers will double from 3.2 billion passengers to 7 billion
worldwide. The market for new aircraft sales, parts, and services is projected to grow to $8 to 10 trillion.
Eying this opportunity, global leaders — China, Russia, France, and Japan - are investing billions of
dollars into aeronautics research and development (R&D) to compete with U.S. companies.

The stakes have never been higher. We are not poised to defend our position as the world’s leading air
power. Our own aeronautics R&D has dropped considerably over the last several decades, from $907
million and 6.6% of NASA’s top-line budget in 1998 to $640 million and 3.3% of the overall budget
today. Our aeronautics centers are underfunded and test infrastructure is old and in need of maintenance,
thwarting scientific development, stalling innovative programs, and frustrating talent.

If we are to secure our commercial and strategic edge, we must commit to continuity and budget stability
for aeronautics R&D. Funding NASA ARMD at $790 million in Fiscal Year 2018, with a proportionate
increase in NASA’s overall funding level will allow progress in key investments to reinforce our
leadership in a militarily and economically critical industry. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
téfve K pd Marcy Kaghur
Member of Congress Member of Congress
Tim Ryan erek Kilmer &7
Member of Congress Member of Congress
SteveStivers ten Sinema
Member of Congress Mafnber of Congress
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Memb ngress Member of Congress




im Bridenstine
Member of Congress
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David P. Joykad !
Member of Congress

ember of Congress
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Member of Congress
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Alan Lowenthal
Member of Congress

ember of Congress
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Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

aniel Webster
Member of Congress

Do It

Dana Rohrabacher
Member of Congress

Grego Meeks
Member of Congress
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Dina Titus
Member of Congress

“ Blake Farenthold /

Member of Congress
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Mike Thompson ’

Member of Congress

Zrank LoBiondo

Member of Congress

by” Scott
Member of Congress
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Charlie Crist
Member of Congress

MSBW

Donald S. Beyer Jr.
Member of Congress

Cc: Vice President Mike Pence

Scott Taylor
Member of Congress

Daniel Lipinski
Member of Congress

Andy/ Bigg
Member of Congress

The Honorable Mick Mulvaney, Director of the Office of Management and Budget

The Honorable Robert M. Lightfoot Jr., Acting Administrator of the National Aeronautics and

Space Administration



