
 
 

September 24, 2020 

As transatlantic legislators strongly committed to preserving and strengthening liberty, democracy, and 

human rights in Europe, we write with deep concern regarding the Lukashenko regime’s unjust detention of 

opposition leader Marya Kalesnikava and her colleagues. We demand that all charges against her be 

dropped, and that she be immediately released along with fellow Coordination Council members Maksim 

Znak, Illya Saley, and all other political prisoners. Additionally, we call for the immediate release of Vitali 

Shkliarov who has unjustly languished in custody for two months.  

The international community has condemned Belarus’ August 9 presidential election as illegitimate. 

Reacting to the disputed results, the Belarusian people took to the streets demanding dignity, liberty, and a 

new election that reflects the will of the people. Sadly, Alexander Lukashenko and other regime members, 

such as Yury Karayev, Andrey Shved, and Ivan Noskevich have violently cracked down on these peaceful 

protests with arbitrary arrests, information lockdowns, persecution of civil society, as well as widespread 

torture and ill-treatment of the Belarusian people. Instead of heeding ongoing calls for liberty and political 

change, Alexander Lukashenko has broken the social contract, using state-sanctioned violence on the 

Belarusian people, and turned to Vladimir Putin for security assurances and other assistance to further 

suppress Belarusian citizens. As legislators whose nations are bound together by shared democratic, 

transatlantic values, we stand in strong solidarity with the Belarusian people, including those protesting and 

wrongly imprisoned. We condemn the Lukashenko regime’s use of violence, intimidation, arrests, and 

repressive tactics against the people of Belarus, including the targeting of leading members of the 

Coordination Council.  

We were deeply troubled to learn of the detention of key members of the Coordination Council such as 

Marya Kalesnikava. According to witnesses, Ms. Kalesnikava was abducted in broad daylight, and security 

forces attempted but failed to deport her to Ukraine. We admire Ms. Kalesnikava’s commitment to liberty 

and that she chose to stay in her country despite the evident risks. Her leadership, as well as that of Sviatlana 

Tsikhanouskaya, demonstrates the resilience of women at liberty’s edge, and their critical role in advancing 

democracy in Central and Eastern Europe. The arrest of Ms. Kalesnikava will not end the Belarusians’ 

demonstrations for liberty in Belarus. Nor will it temper our collective resolve to support the Belarusian 

people and hold Lukashenko regime members and foreign actors responsible for grave human rights 

violations committed against Belarusians.   

For these reasons, we strongly urge the Lukashenko regime to immediately release Ms. Kalesnikava, Mr. 

Znak, Mr. Saley and all political prisoners. We condemn the unjust detainment of Mr. Shkliarov who has 

faced abuse and deprivation of medical treatment despite falling ill with COVID-19 symptoms. We urge the 

regime to cease violence against the Belarusian people consistent with Belarus’ obligations under the 

Helsinki Final Act. We are monitoring the situation in Belarus and the regime’s actions closely, and are fully 



committed to using our legislative powers to advocate and act to support the Belarusian people. Further, we 

strongly support carefully targeted sanctions against human rights offenders in and outside of Belarus, in 

coordination with transatlantic allies and international partners. This includes those active and complicit in 

the detainment of Ms. Kalesnikava, Mr. Znak, and Mr. Saley as well as other political prisoners.  

In conclusion, we stand in strong support of the vision of Europe free and at peace that has brought 

unprecedented stability and prosperity to the European Continent where citizens choose their own future. 

Surely, the people of Belarus deserve the same.  

Sincerely,  

/s/             /s/ 

MARCY KAPTUR           WILLIAM R. KEATING 

Member of Congress (United States)         Member of Congress (United States)  

 

/s/            /s/ 

GREGORY MEEKS           BRIAN FITZPATRICK 

Member of Congress (United States)         Member of Congress (United States) 

 

/s/             /s/ 

MAGDALENA ADAMOWICZ   DUMITRE ALAIBA 

Member of the European Parliament (Poland)      Member of Parliament (Moldova) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

ALVIINA ALAMETSÄ    COLIN Z. ALLRED 

Member of the European Parliament (Finland) Member of Congress (United States) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

MS. ABIR AL-SAHLANI     RASMUS ANDRESEN 

Member of the European Parliament (Sweden) Member of the European Parliament (Germany) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

ANDRUS ANSIP      MARIA ARENA 

Member of the European Parliament (Estonia) Member of the European Parliament (Belgium) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

Bartosz ARŁUKOWICZ    CLOTILDE ARMAND  

Member of the European Parliament (Poland) Member of the European Parliament (Romania) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

MARGRETE AUKEN    PETRAS AUŠTREVIČIUS 

Member of the European Parliament (Denmark)  Member of the European Parliament (Lithuania) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

TADEUSZ AZIEWICZ     MALIK AZMANI 

Member of Parliament (Poland)   Member of the European Parliament (Netherlands) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

WŁADYSŁAW T. BARTOSZEWSKI  KRISTA BAUMANE 

Member of Parliament (Poland)   Member of Parliament (Latvia) 

 



/s/             /s/ 

MARGARETE BAUSE          TIZIANA BEGHIN 

Member of Parliament (Germany)         Member of the European Parliament (Italy) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

DAGMĀRA BEITNERE-Le GALLA  AMI BERA, M.D. 

Member of Parliament (Latvia)   Member of Congress (United States) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

JOUZAS BERNATONIS    ROBERT BIEDROŃ 

Member of Parliament (Lithuania)   Member of the European Parliament (Poland) 

 

/s/             /s/ 

ADAM BIELAN      VLADIMÍR BILČÍK 

Member of the European Parliament (Poland) Member of the European Parliament (Slovakia) 

    

/s/       /s/ 

BENOÎT BITEAU     MARA BIZZOTTO 

Member of the European Parliament (France ) Member of the European Parliament (Italy) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

EARL BLUMENAUER     BILJANA BORZAN     

Member of Congress (United States)    Member of the European Parliament (Croatia) 

 

/s/             /s/ 

ANDREW BOWIE     BRENDAN F. BOYLE  

Member of Parliament (United Kingdom)  Member of Congress (United States) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

MICHAEL BRAND     ULDIS BUDRIĶIS 

Member of Parliament (Germany)   Member of Parliament (Latvia) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

JĀNIS BUTĀNS     REINHARD BÜTIKOFER  

Member of Parliament (Latvia)   Member of the European Parliament (Germany)  

 

/s/       /s/ 

JERZY BUZEK     JAROSLAV BŽOCH  

Member of the European Parliament (Poland) Member of Parliament (Czech Republic)  

 

/s/             /s/ 

ANDA ČAKŠA     FABIO MASSIMO CASTALDO 

Member of Parliament (Latvia)   Member of the European Parliament (Italy)  

 

/s/       /s/ 

JOAQUIN CASTRO     ANNA CAVAZZINI 

Member of Congress (United States)   Member of the European Parliament (Germany) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

YEHOR CHERNIEV     MAŁGORZATA CHMIEL  

Member of Parliament (Ukraine)    Member of Parliament (Poland)  



/s/       /s/ 

DAVID N. CICILLINE    JĀNIS CIELĒNS 

Member of Congress (United States)   Member of Parliament (Latvia)  

 

/s/             /s/ 

STEVE COHEN     GERALD E. CONNOLLY 

Member of Congress (United States)   Member of Congress (United States)  

 

/s/       /s/ 

PAUL COOK      JIM COSTA  

Member of Congress (United States)   Member of Congress (United States)  

 

/s/             /s/ 

RYSZARD CZARNECKI    MARIA DA GRAÇA CARVALHO 

Member of the European Parliament (Poland) Member of the European Parliament (Portugal) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

TED DEUTCH     LLOYD DOGGETT 

Member of Congress (United States)   Member of Congress (United States)  

 

/s/       /s/ 

JAROSŁAW DUDA     ENN EESMAA 

Member of the European Parliament (Poland) Member of Parliament (Estonia)  

 

/s/       /s/ 

GATIS EGLĪTIS     TOBIAS ELLWOOD  

Member of Parliament (Latvia)   Member of Parliament (United Kingdom) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

ELIOT L. ENGEL     KRIŠJĀNIS FELDMANS  

Member of Congress (United States)   Member of Parliament (Latvia) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

PAVEL FISCHER     RADOSŁAW FOGIEL 

Member of Parliament (Czech Republic)  Member of Parliament (Poland)  

 

/s/       /s/ 

TOMASZ FRANKOWSKI    MICHAEL GAHLER 

Member of the European Parliament (Poland)      Member of the European Parliament (Germany) 

 

/s/             /s/ 

ALEKSANDRA GAJEWSKA   LINA GÁLVEZ MUÑOZ    

Member of Parliament (Poland)   Member of the European Parliament (Spain)  

 

/s/       /s/ 

GIANNA GANCIA     IRYNA GERASHCHENKO 

Member of the European Parliament (Italy)  Member of Parliament (Ukraine)  

 

/s/             /s/ 

MARIJA GOLUBEVA    OLEKSII GONCHARENKO  

Member of Parliament (Latvia)   Member of Parliament (Ukraine) 



/s/       /s/ 

VICENTE GONZALEZ    MAŁGORZATA GOSIEWSKA  

Member of Congress (United States)   Member of Parliament (Poland)    

 

/s/       /s/ 

RAÚL M. GRIJALVA     RAFAŁ GRUPIŃSKI  

Member of Congress (United States)   Member of Parliament (Poland) 

 

/s/             /s/ 

MÁRTON GYÖNGYÖSI     SVENJA HAHN 

Member of the European Parliament (Hungary) Member of the European Parliament (Germany) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

ANDRZEJ HALICKI     JÜRGEN HARDT 

Member of the European Parliament (Poland) Member of Parliament (Germany)  

 

/s/       /s/ 

ALCEE HASTINGS     GABRIELA HEINRICH 

Member of Congress (United States)   Member of Parliament (Germany) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

BARBARA HENDRICKS    KRZYSZTOF HETMAN 

Member of Parliament (Germany)   Member of the European Parliament (Poland) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

BRIAN HIGGINS     MARTIN HOJSÍK  

Member of Congress (United States)   Member of the European Parliament (Slovakia) 

 

/s/             /s/ 

DANUTA HÜBNER     RICHARD HUDSON  

Member of the European Parliament (Poland) Member of Congress (United States)  

          

/s/       /s/ 

JĀNIS IESALNIEKS     ILZE INDRIKSONE  

Member of Parliament (Latvia)   Member of Parliament (Latvia) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

MARIA IONOVA     RITVARS JANSON  

Member of Parliament (Ukraine)   Members of Parliament (Latvia) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

KRISTIAN JENSEN     ROMANA JERKOVIĆ 

Member of Parliament (Denmark)   Member of the European Parliament (Croatia)     

 

/s/             /s/ 

MARIA JUFEREVA-SKURATOVSKI  RASA JUKNEVIČIENĖ 

Member of Parliament (Estonia)   Member of the European Parliament (Lithuania) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

JURIS JURAŠS     RUUBEN KAALEP 

Member of Parliament (Latvia)   Member of Parliament (Estonia)  



/s/       /s/ 

RAIMOND KALJULAID    SANDRA KALNIETE 

Member of Parliament (Estonia)   Member of the European Parliament (Latvia) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

OJĀRS ĒRIKS KALNIŅŠ    KARIN KARLSBRO  

Member of Parliament (Latvia)   Member of the European Parliament (Sweden) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

ALICIA KEARNS     MAŁGORZATA KIDAWA-BŁOŃSKA 

Member of Parliament (United Kingdom)  Member of Parliament (Poland) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

RODERICH KIESEWETTER   SIIM KIISLER 

Member of Parliament (Germany)   Member of Parliament (Estonia) 

 

/s/ 

BOGDAN KLICH     IVANNA KLYMPUSH-TSYNTSADZE 

Member of Parliament (Poland)   Member of Parliament (Ukraine) 

 

/s/             /s/ 

ŁUKASZ KOHUT      ARBA KOKALARI   

Member of the European Parliament (Poland)  Member of the European Parliament (Sweden) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

EWA KOŁODZIEJ     RIHARDS KOLS 

Member of Parliament (Poland)   Member of Parliament (Latvia) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

EWA KOPACZ      PAWEŁ KOWAL  

Member of the European Parliament (Poland) Member of Parliament (Poland)  

 

/s/       /s/ 

EERIK-NIILES KROSS    IVAN KRULKO 

Member of Parliament (Estonia)   Member of Parliament (Ukraine) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

JURAJ KRUPA     HENRYKA KRZYWONOS 

Member of Parliament (Slovakia)   Member of Parliament (Poland) 

 

/s/             /s/ 

ANDRIUS KUBILIUS         MAREK KUCHCIŃSKI 

Member of the European Parliament (Lithuania) Member of Parliament (Poland) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

MIAPETRA KUMPULA-NATRI   ILHAN KYUCHYUK 

Member of the European Parliament (Finland) Member of the European Parliament (Bulgaria) 

 

/s/             /s/ 

SERGEY LAGODINSKY    KATRIN LANGENSIEPEN          

Member of the European Parliament (Germany)  Member of the European Parliament (Germany) 



 

/s/       /s/ 

HELENA LANGŠÁDLOVÁ    ATIS LEJIŅŠ    

Member of Parliament (Czech Republic)  Member of Parliament (Latvia) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

JANUSZ LEWANDOWSKI     MIRIAM LEXMANN 

Member of the European Parliament (Poland) Member of the European Parliament (Slovakia) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

INESE LĪBIŅA-EGNERE    TED W. LIEU  

Member of Parliament (Latvia)   Member of Congress (United States)   

    

/s/       /s/ 

MICHAEL LINK     JAN LIPAVSKÝ 

Member of Parliament (Germany)   Member of Parliament (Czech Republic) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

ANTONIO LÓPEZ-ISTÚRIZ WHITE  MAGDALENA ŁOŚKO 

Member of the European Parliament (Spain)  Member of Parliament (Poland) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

MIHHAIL LOTMAN     ALAN LOWENTHAL 

Member of Parliament (Estonia)   Member of Congress (United States) 

 

/s/             /s/ 

CÉSAR LUENA                 ELŻBIETA ŁUKACIJEWSKA  

Member of the European Parliament (Spain)        Member of the European Parliament (Poland) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

BENOÎT LUTGEN     JAAK MADISON 

Member of the European Parliament (Belgium) Member of the European Parliament (Estonia) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

AUŠRA MALDEIKIENĖ    TOM MALINOWSKI 

Member of the European Parliament (Lithuania) Member of Congress (United States)  

 

/s/       /s/ 

EVA MĀRTUŽA     PREDRAG FRED MATIĆ 

Member of Parliament (Latvia)   Member of the European Parliament (Croatia)     

 

/s/             /s/ 

EVA MAYDELL     LIUDAS MAŽYLIS 

Member of the European Parliament (Bulgaria)  Member of the European Parliament (Lithuania) 

 

/s/             /s/ 

DAVID McALLISTER          MICHAEL T. McCAUL 

Member of the European Parliament (Germany)  Member of Congress (United States) 

 

 

 



/s/       /s/ 

STEWART McDONALD    JAMES P. McGOVERN 

Member of Parliament (United Kingdom)  Member of Congress (United States) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

KAREN MELCHIOR     OLEKSANDR MEREZHKO 

Member of the European Parliament (Denmark) Member of Parliament (Ukraine)      

 

/s/       /s/ 

ATTILA MESTERHAZY    ROBERTA METSOLA 

Member of Parliament (Hungary)    Member of the European Parliament (Malta) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

MARKO MIHKELSON    SVEN MIKSER 

Member of Parliament (Estonia)   Member of Parliament (Estonia) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

LESZEK MILLER     FABIAN MOLINA 

Member of the European Parliament (Poland) Member of Parliament (Switzerland) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

ELISABETH MOTSCHMANN    JOANNA MUCHA 

Member of Parliament (Germany)   Member of Parliament (Poland)  

 

/s/       /s/ 

ANITA MUIŽNIECE     SIEGFRIED MUREŞAN  

Member of Parliament (Latvia)   Member of the European Parliament (Romania) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

JAVIER NART     HRYHORIY NEMYRIA   

Member of the European Parliament (Spain)  Member of Parliament (Ukraine) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

HANNAH NEUMANN    ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 

Member of the European Parliament (Germany) Member of Congress (United States)  

 

/s/       /s/ 

OMID NOURIPOUR     BARBARA NOWACKA 

Member of Parliament (Germany)   Member of Parliament (Poland) 

 

/s/             /s/ 

JANINA OCHOJSKA    JAN-CHRISTOPH OETJEN  

Member of the European Parliament (Poland) Member of the European Parliament (Germany) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

ILHAN OMAR     PETER OSUSKÝ 

Member of Congress (United States)   Member of Parliament (Slovakia) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

LINDA OZOLA     URMAS PAET 

Member of Parliament (Latvia)   Member of Parliament (Estonia) 



/s/       /s/       

FRANK PALLONE, Jr.    DANIELS PAVĻUTS  

Member of Congress (United States)   Member of Parliament (Latvia) 

   

/s/       /s/ 

KEIT PENTUS-ROSIMANNUS   DAN PERCIUN  

Member of Parliament (Estonia)   Member of Parliament (Moldova)  

 

/s/             /s/ 

CHRISTIAN PETRY     TONINO PICULA 

Member of Parliament (Germany)   Member of the European Parliament (Croatia) 

  

/s/       /s/ 

KATI PIRI      KIRA MARIE PETER-HANSEN  

Member of the European Parliament (Netherlands) Member of the European Parliament (Denmark) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

AGNIESZKA POMASKA    ANTI POOLAMETS  

Member of the Parliament (Poland)   Member of Parliament (Estonia)  

 

/s/             /s/ 

MYKYTA POTURAEV    SAMIRA RAFAELA  

Member of Parliament (Ukraine)   Member of the European Parliament (Netherlands)  

 

/s/       /s/ 

SERHIY RAKHMANIN    JURIS RANCĀNS  

Member of Parliament (Ukraine)   Member of Parliament (Latvia) 

 

/s/             /s/ 

JAMIE RASKIN     DIANA RIBA I GINER  

Member of Congress (United States)   Member of the European Parliament (Spain)  

 

/s/       /s/ 

DANIELA DE RIDDER    SANDIS RIEKSTIŅŠ 

Member of Parliament (Germany)   Member of Parliament (Latvia)       

 

/s/             /s/ 

BRONIS ROPĖ     DARIUSZ ROSATI  

Member of the European Parliament (Lithuania) Member of Parliament (Poland) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

CLAUDIA ROTH     SŁAWOMIR RYBICKI 

Member of Parliament (Germany)   Member of Parliament (Poland) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

INDREK SAAR     MANUEL SARRAZIN 

Member of Parliament (Estonia)   Member of Parliament (Germany)  

 

/s/       /s/ 

PETRI SARVAMAA     JACEK SARYUSZ-WOLSKI 

Member of the European Parliament (Finland) Member of the European Parliament (Poland) 



/s/             /s/ 

GRZEGORZ SCHETYNA    ANDREAS SCHIEDER 

Member of Parliament (Poland)   Member of the European Parliament (Austria) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

ADAM B. SCHIFF     NILS SCHMID 

Member of Congress (United States)   Member of Parliament (Germany) 
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Member of Parliament (Germany)   Member of the European Parliament (Netherlands)   
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Member of Parliament (Czech Republic)  Member of Congress (United States)  
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Member of Congress (United States)   Member of Parliament (Ukraine) 
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Member of the European Parliament (Poland) Member of Congress (United States) 
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Member of Congress (United States)   Member of Parliament (Ukraine) 
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Member of the European Parliament (Spain)  Member of Parliament (Ukraine) 
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Member of Congress (United States)   Member of the European Parliament (Slovakia) 
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Member of the European Parliament (Romania) Member of the European Parliament (Sweden) 

 

/s/       /s/ 

TINEKE STRIK     RAMONA STRUGARIU  

Member of the European Parliament (Netherlands) Member of the European Parliament (Romania) 
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/s/        

NORMUNDS ŽUNNA 

Member of Parliament (Latvia) 


